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WORSE THAN RATTLESNAKES.

Blunks Which \rsml. Sloeping Campers—
Their Bite UCnuses Hydrophohla.

“It is mot the rattlespake or tirantala
bite is most dreaded by campers-
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The lund surveyor from New Mexico
was talking.
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cases prove fatil, but T am inclined to
think that there are fewer deaths from
glkunk Lites now than there used ts be.
Since the conntry has practically been
turped into one vast cattle range the
poisonous little beasts have been kitled
off to some extent for their skinsand
the fact that they are hunted may have
made them shyer. Perhups, also, their
Pite is less venomous than in the daysof
Indiseriminate buffaio slaughter.

It is now sbont twenty vears since
the cowboy of the Texaus Panhapdle |
made his famous ride for life. He was |
Bitten by a skunkiwhile sleeping by his
eamp fire, and realized all his dunger. |
Some of his companions remembered 1o 1
have heard that five hundred miles |
away, in a town of eastern Kansas, |
there lived the owner of a famous

“madstone,” reputed 1o posaess the
power of drawing the? poison from
wounds made by spakes or rabid ani- |
muls. Night and day the eowboy rode
ut full speed for this'town and safety. |
At every ranch whers he haited he |
founs wi exchenge of a fresh |
horse for his tired snimal, and his jonr-
ney was tireless It was a raee for |
life. wod he won He reached his |
destination on the third day, the “mad-
stone” was applied to the wound, and
after adhering for days, at last fall off
and would stick no loonger, and the
the stone pronounced him |
cured. Whether through this treat-
ment or from naturnl causes, the
wound healed with no farther trouble,
and he returned to his herding in the
wnhundle with firm fafth in the pad-
stone and the thankfulness of one who
has escaped o horrible death."—N. Y. |
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